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EDUCATIONAL WRITINGS 389 

Applied sociology. — A sociology with educational application has recently 
appeared. 1 Part I is devoted to the factors of society; Part II, to social organiza- 
tion; and Part III, to social progress. Population, location, human nature, and 
communication are each given a chapter in Part I. There are six chapters in 
Part II, one devoted to each of the following topics: primary groups and con- 
genial groups, the social mind, social classes, organizations and institutions, 
government, and democracy. Under social progress the author treats such 
topics as the human episode, heredity and variation, natural selection, telic 
selection, and cycles of change. 

The general plan of the writer is first to give a body of facts relative to a 
subject and then to apply the given facts and conclusions to education. For 
example, in discussing immigration, density of population, factors of geographic 
environment, and a multitude of similar topics, a select body of material is first 
given on each topic, which, in turn, is followed by a concrete application to 
education. 

There are certain special features of the book which deserve mention At the 
end of each chapter topics, problems, and references appear. The references 
are from the fields of education, sociology, history, geography, economics, ethics, 
and politics. While there are more references at the end of each chapter than 
anyone studying the book will find time to read, the long lists offer ample oppor- 
tunity for selection. There does not seem to be enough difference between the 
topics and problems to justify separating them. 

The book is exhaustively indexed. First, there appears an index of authors 
and books, which, in turn, is followed by an index of periodicals and serials and 
an index of subjects. All these are carefully compiled and will be of inestimable 
value to users of the book. 



Economics for secondary schools. — There is a great demand just now for 
suitable high-schools texts in economics. Too many of the existing texts were 
not written with the viewpoint of the high-school student wholly in mind. A 
book which purports to be written entirely from this viewpoint has recently been 
published. 2 Professor Thompson tells us in the preface that he had four ideals 
in mind in preparing his book. In his own words they are: "To choose for dis- 
cussion only those topics which are fundamentally important; to push the discus- 
sion of laws and principles to a point where every serious-minded high-school 
pupil would feel a real mental challenge; to illustrate every law and principle by 
references to historical events and to every-day experiences, and by the use of 
graphic material; and finally, to show the relation of each law and principle to 
the industrial activities in which practically every high-school boy and many of 
our girls must engage." 

Economics as a social science is discussed in Part I. Consumption of eco- 
nomic goods is considered in Part II. Problems of production, the exchange of 
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